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Extracts From Minutes of Meetings of the 
Ivy Cottage Evangelical Church  

Transcript 
 
Minutes of the Annual Church Meeting held in Ivy 
Cottage Church on Wednesday 29th Jan., 1964 at 
7:30pm 
 
3. The minutes of the meeting of the 16th October 

1963 were approved. 
4. Matters Arising: 

(b) Brooklands.  The Pastor reported that recently 
the Church of the Nazarene had 
approached him and had informed him that they 
were prepared to negotiate to take over the legal 
and financial obligation at Brooklands, provided 
the Ivy Evangelical Church were happy that they 
should open these negotiations. 
 Resolved: That the Ivy Cottage Evangelical Church 
had no objections to the Church of the Nazarene 
requesting to take over the legal and financial 
obligations at Brooklands which were at present 
in the name of the Ivy Cottage Evangelical Church 
and the Evangelical Trust Ltd. 
 Resolved: That the money which had been collect-
ed by the Ivy C.E.C. for the Brooklands work 
should be given to the Church of the 
Nazarene if the negotiations were successfully 
completed. 
 

Transcript 
 
Minutes of a Church Meeting held on 
Wednesday 22nd April, 1964 at 7:30pm 
 
3. The minutes of the A.G.M. were 

approved. 
4. Minutes Arising: 

(ii) Minute 4(b).  It was reported that 
all the arrangements for the transfer 
of the Brooklands work to the C. of N. 
had been completed and that the 
building had been opened the previ-
ous weekend. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the early 1950s, Miss Collitt was a Deaconess of the Manchester City 
Mission and was based at the Haveley Mission at Brookfield Gardens, 
Benchill, Wythenshawe; Miss Appleton was a State Registered Nurse 
and as a qualified "Queen's Nurse" was employed as a district nurse in 
Wythenshawe.  The two women were Christians and had become 
friends and decided to rent a "prefab" council property in Royal Oak, 
Wythenshawe, a district of the Wythenshawe suburb of Manchester, 
adjacent to the Brooklands estate. 
 
The minutes inform us directly or indirectly that in about July and Au-
gust 1954 Miss Collitt and Miss Appleton had decided to begin a series 
of Christian meetings for children (during the summer holidays in 
particular) on the Brooklands estate.  Lots of children were living on 
this new estate and many were attracted to the meetings , and the 
two women soon began to see the need to set up an evangelical 
church on the estate which would be able to cater for parents and oth-
er adults as well as just children. 
 
Following this summer campaign, regular meetings at Brooklands, 
mainly for children and run by the women with a few helpers, had 
been going on through the autumn of 1954.  So it was, four months 
after the first children's meetings in July 1954, Miss Ivy Collitt and Miss 
Appleton had sent out invitations to a small select group of mature 
Christians to seek their help in organising and developing their vision 
of establishing a permanent evangelical church on the new (still being 
built) Manchester City Council Housing Estate at Brooklands.  To begin 
with none of the people they invited lived in or near the estate, but 
those invited had already offered some practical support with the 
children's campaign or shown some other kind of interest in the work. 



 

 

The inaugural meeting of the “Brooklands Estate Management Com-
mittee” took place on Saturday 20 November 1954.  Apart from Miss 
Collitt and Miss Appleton, just four other persons who had been ap-
proached and invited by the women actually attended this meeting.  
They included Mr T. Fellows and Mr J. Pennington (both of whom were 
evangelical Christians who had farms in north Cheshire, and who had 
both also shown a keen interest in the new work at Brooklands). 

Another important person who attended the meeting was Rev. C. Hunt, 
Minister of Ivy Cottage Evangelical Church, at Barlow Moor Road, 
Didsbury, Manchester (which was an active member of the Fellowship 
of Independent Evangelical Churches).  The fourth person who offered 
their services and attended this meeting was Mr Frank Haywood, a 
Christian accountant who lived in north Cheshire.  At the meeting, oth-
er persons were mentioned who it was agreed should be invited to join 
the Committee at future meetings.  These included Mr Soar (co-pastor 
of Northwich Mission Hall), Mr Pouney (a keen Christian from the 
Brooklands group), and Mrs Darrah (who lived in Wilmslow, Cheshire).  
These and other people joined and left the Committee over the years.  
The first meeting elected Rev. C. Hunt as Chairman; Mr F. Haywood as 
Treasurer; and Sister I. E. Collitt as Secretary.  

The meeting agreed that the name by which the proposed church 
would be known was "The Brooklands Evangelical Church."  It was also 
agreed that the Manchester City Council Surveyor should be ap-
proached to establish if the price that had been quoted for the plot of 
land on the Estate on offer included the freehold.  (This initial plot was 
in fact NOT on Wendover Road, but nearer the Labour Club that was 
being built at about the same time on Carrswood Road.) 

The Brooklands Evangelical Church building project was now under the 
auspices of Ivy Cottage Evangelical Church, but the real outreach to the 
people on the estate had began months earlier with Joy Appleton and 
Ivy Collitt, supported by Farmer Fellows, meeting with children on hay 
bales in his large tent, or in his old bus parked on undeveloped ground 
on Wendover Road, opposite where the church today is located. 

Later, meetings moved to  Sandilands School years before relocating to 
the prefabricated  building on Wendover Road shown in the picture. 

 



 

 

At a meeting at Ivy Cottage on 16 October 1963 the two ladies stated 
that they wanted Gordon Brayshaw (a former Calvary Holiness Church 
minister) to be  “appointed to the work at Brooklands” when the new 
building was opened.  This choice did not suit the more Calvinistic theo-
logical understanding of the Ivy Cottage elders.  Further meetings even-
tually led to approval “that the Evangelical Trust should be asked to 
transfer the financial and legal obligations of the Brooklands work to the 
Misses Appleton and Collitt so that the work could be established as an 
independent one.”  An extract from the minutes of this significant 
meeting at Ivy Cottage on 29 January 1964 is illustrated on the page 2. 

In this meeting Ivy Cottage Evangelical Church formally agreed to negoti-
ate to hand over to the Church of the Nazarene the building now nearing 
completion at Wendover Road, Brooklands, on condition that they would 
take on the impending cost of £3,000 required to pay the builder when 
the work was done.  The Evangelical Trust also generously wrote off any 
repayment of the initial deposit of £1,000 that they had already paid to 
the builder. (See on the next page a copy of a significant and supportive 
letter, dated 16 January 1964, sent to Ivy Collitt by Rev. J.B. Maclagan, 
Church of the Nazarene British Isles South District Superintendent, which 
outlines his willingness to support Miss Collitt and Miss Appleton in their 
choice of a ‘Wesleyan’ pastor and their vision for a new evangelical 
church to be established at Brooklands.)  
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Pastors (and their Spouses) over the last 50 Years 

Year 
Pastor Spouse 

From To 

1964 1966 Rev Gordon Brayshaw Lilian 

1966 1968 Deaconess Miss Ivy Collitt  

1968 1970 Pastor Harry Stevenson Grace 

1970 1974 Pastor Reginald Hogan Ruth 

1974 1976 No Pastor  

1976 1984 Rev Michael Tewkesbury Marion 

1985 1989 Rev Barry Bryant Sandi 

1989 1990 Pastor David McCleary  

1990  Rev Karl Stanfield Ingrid 

Rev Gordon & Mrs Lilian Brayshaw 

1966  

Deaconess Miss Ivy Collitt 

1981 

Pastor Reg  and Mrs Ruth Hogan, 

Gareth, Stephen and Gideon 

1975 

Rev Michael Tewkesbury 

26 September 1981  Rev Karl and Mrs Ingrid Stanfield, 

Dean and Rebecca 

c. 1990 

Rev Barry and Mrs Sandi Bryant 

Ben and Catherine 

1989 

Rev Harry Stevenson 

1971 

Pastor David McCleary 

1989 

 



 

 

Rev Gordon Brayshaw 

1964—1966 

In a letter early in 1964, Rev J. B. Maclagan had 
been made aware by Miss Collitt and Miss Appleton 
of the situation they faced regarding their desire to 
develop their work on the Brooklands estate with 
the support of a pastor with a Wesleyan orientated 
theology.  
 

Their choice for pastor was Mr Gordon Brayshaw.  He was a former Calvary 
Holiness Church minister, who then worked as a carpenter and lived with his 
wife, Lilian, on the Brooklands estate.  The difficulty was that Ivy Cottage 
Evangelical Church (based in Didsbury and Calvinistic in theological orienta-
tion) preferred appointing a student pastor, sympathetic to their doctrine, to 
lead the work at their prospective  "outreach" church building currently being 
erected at a site on Wendover Road.  The two women believed (and the Ivy 
minutes support this) that Ivy Cottage could be persuaded to let them  have 
the building, if only they could raise sufficient funds (around £3,000 to 
£4,000) to pay the builder.   
 
The Ivy Cottage elders generously realised that the Christian outreach to the 
estate had been the work of the two women since the early 1950s, and that 
the Ivy Cottage input had so far been mainly the sufficient finance (£1,000) 
required to initiate the erection of a new church building at Brooklands.  The 
Ivy Cottage Minutes of their meeting on 22nd April 1964 reported that "all 
the arrangements for the transfer of the Brooklands work of the C[hurch] of 
[the] [N]azarene] had been completed and that the building had been 
opened the previous weekend" - that is on 18 April 1964.  This came about 
because the Revd JB Maclagan and the Church of the Nazarene had been 
able to raise sufficient funds to pay for the building.  Thus Gordon Brayshaw 
was inducted as the first pastor of the newly opened Brooklands Church of 
the Nazarene on Saturday 18 April 1964 by Rev JB Maclagan.  Rev. Gordon 
Brayshaw stayed as pastor at Brooklands until 1966, when he moved on to 
take up the pastorate of the Church of the Nazarene in Croydon.  By this time 
it was apparent that the new Brooklands Church had found it unable to gen-
erate sufficient funds to support a pastor.   



 

 

 

Deaconess Ivy Collitt 

1966—1968 
 

Ivy Emily E Collitt was born in London in 1913.  Her 
London accent was still with her in the 1990s! She 
was involved with Methodist churches in her earli-
est days - and told of how in the 1940s London blitz 
she was involved with night time fire watching du-
ties at Wesley's Chapel, at City Road, London.   
Around this time she seems to have become a  
worker (perhaps a deaconess) with the London City Mission.  
 

She then seems to have arrived in Manchester in the late 1940s and 
worked with the Manchester City Mission, being involved particularly 
with the Gay Street Mission in Collyhurst.  About this time, or just 
after, she appears to have met Miss Appleton in Manchester.  Miss 
Appleton had been born in the north east of England but came to 
Manchester to work as a nurse.  The two women probably met when 
Joy Appleton was working as a District Nurse in Wythenshawe in the 
1950s and Sister Ivy Collitt was working in Wythenshawe at the Have-
ley Mission in Benchill (which was newly opened in 1953).   
 
In the 1950s they rented a prefab on an estate on Altrincham Road, 
Baguley (near Brooklands), and in the early 1960s moved to a bunga-
low they had bought in Lymm.  Seeing the need in the 1950s, they 
jointly began a mission, mainly to children on the Brooklands City of 
Manchester Council Housing Estate which was then being newly built 
in the streets near Wendover Road.  As a base for their mission, they 
first used tents, and an old bus loaned to them and parked on land 
near the present Wendover pub.  Later they rented rooms at 
Sandilands Primary school on Wendover Road and some adults 
helped them with the work.  This continued up to 1964, when the 
Church of the Nazarene first became involved. 



 

 

Rev Harry Stevenson 

1968—1970 

 Henry J. Stevenson’s remarkable pastoral record at the 
Brooklands Church of the Nazarene needs to be 
recognized as one of the most important events in the 
history of the church.  He had really come to a church 
that was, in a human sense at least, seemingly practically 

moribund.  To measure his achievement, through God’s grace and love for His 
people, one needs to remember that in the year before Harry Stevenson was 
appointed pastor at Brooklands, Miss Collitt in her pastoral report to the BISD 
Annual Assembly held at Bolton in May 1969, had effectively reported a loss of 
over 25 per cent of the adult membership during the year (Brooklands having 
begun the year with 11, gained 0; lost 4, and ended the year with just 7 members; 
with 10 children in the Sunday School).  But, despite this somewhat dismal 
situation, Harry Stevenson had looked to the Lord for guidance and strength, and 
in his two brief years of pastoral leadership at Brooklands had encouraged some 
much needed changes to the internal structure of the church building, including 
dividing up the main hall – so providing two rooms that helped increase its 
versatility; he had revolutionized the organisation of the church board; and he had 
rearranged the programme of church services.  Even more significantly, the 
church membership had increased considerably (by nearly 70 per cent in just one 
year) with the addition of a substantial number of new and committed young 
adult members being recorded in his pastoral report to the BISD Annual Assembly 
held at Bolton in May 1971 (having begun the year with 11 members, Brooklands 
gained 7 during the year by profession of faith, 2 were lost by death, and the 
church ended the year with a total of 16 members; with 56 children enrolled in 
the Sunday School, with average weekly attendance of 30 children; this compared 
with just 10 children on the Sunday School roll a couple of years earlier, when 
Miss Collitt gave her last pastoral report to the District Assembly ). 

On his acceptance for missionary service, Harry Stevenson needed to leave 
Manchester late in 1970 and travel abroad, first to Kansas City, USA, and then to 
Mexico City for further training, not least in learning the Spanish language. 

In July 1971, Rev. Harry Stevenson on completion of his missionary training (and 
shortly before he and his family took up their missionary work in Bolivia), had 
flown from Chicago, direct to Manchester.  He did this in order to fulfil a 
promise, and at the same time to conduct his first marriage service.  This resulted 
in the first marriage to take place at the Brooklands Church of the Nazarene; the 
happy couple were Bill Graham and Lorraine Betts  



 

 

Rev Reginald Hogan 

1970—1974 

 In the meantime, Harry Stevenson had recommended to 

the Church Board that, when he left Manchester for 

America, they might want to consider his brother-in-law, 

Reginald Hogan, as a possible candidate for the pastoral 

vacancy that would arise when he left Manchester. 

Reg Hogan (who, like  Harry, had been born and bred near Dublin in the 

Republic of Ireland), was the younger brother of Harry’s wife, Grace).  He had 

followed in their footsteps and become a student at British Isles Nazarene 

College.  So it was that in due course, the Brooklands church board recommended 

to the church that, once Reg Hogan had completed his studies at BINC, he should 

be invited to fill the vacancy and become pastor at Brooklands.  Accordingly both 

his induction to the pastorate at Brooklands, and his marriage to Ruth Davies at 

Bolton, took place later in 1970.   

Reg Hogan received good support and encouragement from his parents, Mr & 

Mrs James Hogan, who lived near Dublin and often flew over to see their son 

when he was pastor.  James Hogan had been born into a Roman Catholic family in 

the Republic of Ireland but had experienced an evangelical awakening as a young 

man and become a warrior of the faith.   

He had developed a prosperous heating and plumbing business (Reg had trained 

as a plumber and worked in the business before his call to the ministry.)  James 

Hogan had a Wesleyan understanding of the gospel of Christ and often made time 

to preach the gospel in the open air (sometimes accompanied by his son Reg and 

Harry Stevenson).  This was often to hostile groups in selected-and-prayed-for 

villages in substantially Roman Catholic rural areas of Ireland not far from the city 

of Dublin.  On his visits to his family and the Brooklands church during the early 

1970s, James Hogan more often than not would preach a rousing sermon at one 

of the Sunday services. 



 

 

Rev Michael Tewkesbury 

1976—1984 

 Michael Tewkesbury was born in Greater London. 
Before he came to Wythenshawe (with his wife, Marion, 
and children, Catherine, Ann & Peter) as pastor to the 
Brooklands Church of the Nazarene in the summer of 
1976, he had worked in a pastoral role with the London 
City Mission. 

On joining the Church of the Nazarene as a licensed minister at Brooklands in 1976, 
he worked with the Brooklands Church Board, under the direction of Rev. T.W. 
Schofield, District Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene BISD. 

Michael was appreciated for his kind pastoral ministry at Brooklands.  One of his 
major achievements was to work successfully on a joint building project in 
conjunction with another Wythenshawe church that was designed to extend both 
premises in order to provide more space for youth activities.  The new extension at 
Brooklands included building a new sanctuary, and this was opened on Saturday 
26 September 1981, with Revd Maynard James as the guest speaker.  That same 
weekend an impressive number of young people were baptised at Brooklands in 
the new baptistery during the evening service. 

Unfortunately, the pastoral responsibilities placed on Michael, together with the 
strain of supervising the Manpower Services Commission building project, led 
eventually to his resignation in 1984, on medical advice and health grounds. 
However, a godsend was that Michael (who was still an elder in the Church of the 
Nazarene) found it not necessary to move house on his resignation, and he and 
Marion were content to continue as members of the Brooklands church. 

With time, Michael’s health improved and he studied for a BA degree in theology 
and occasionally found himself involved in pastoral ministry.  For example, he took 
the marriage service for Russell McKinley and Catherine Howes (Flowers) at 
Poynton Baptist Church in September 1988.  Cathy and Russ had attended the 
Brooklands church for a time and they much appreciated Michael’s willingness to 
help them in this way. 

Later, Michael was appointed as a Railway Mission Chaplain. Now in his retirement, 
Michael retains his eldership in the Church of the Nazarene, and with Marion  they 
both still find themselves as faithful members of the Brooklands fellowship. 



 

 

Rev Barry Bryant 

1985– 1989 

When Rev. Barry Edward Bryant arrived in England in 

1985 he had come under the recommendation to the 

Brooklands Church Board from the Rev. John Packard, 

who was then District Superintendent of the British Isles 

South District of the Church of the Nazarene and had 

 met Barry in America at the General Assembly in June 1985 at Anaheim, 

California.  Barry came with his wife Mrs Sandi Bryant (nee Ursery), and his 

young son, 

Benjamin, to take up his work as pastor of the Brooklands, Manchester, 

Church of the Nazarene.  The church had bought a new manse, near the end 

of  Wendover Road, ready for their arrival.  Barry had already received the BA 

degree in 1980, and an MDiv degree in 1983, and been ordained into the 

Church of the 

Nazarene on 23 August 1984 at Pineville, North Carolina.  While pastor of the 

Brooklands church (from 1985 to early 1988) he was noted for his excellent 

preaching (many long remembered his powerful sermon on “The Ministry of 

the Towel”).  Barry also introduced the idea of producing a regular church 

magazine and suggested that its title should be “On the Vine”.  He also took 

up a part-time role as Adjunct Professor of Old Testament (from 1985 to 1987) 

at British Isles Nazarene College, Didsbury (later known as Nazarene Theologi-

cal College).  

Their daughter, Catherine Jane, was born in Manchester in June 1986.  Barry 

resigned his pastorate at Brooklands in 1987 to become pastor of the Thomas 

Memorial Church of the Nazarene in London, where he also took up doctoral 

studies at King’s College and obtained his PhD in 1992, his thesis title being 

“John Wesley’s Doctrine of Sin”.  In 1992 the Bryants moved back to America 

and Barry took up a number of academic posts, later leaving the Church of the 

Nazarene.  From 2007 he has been Associate Professor of Methodist and 

Wesleyan Studies at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, 

Illinois, USA. 

 



 

 

Pastor David McCleary 

1989—1990 

Extracts of the Pastor’s Report in “On The Vine” 
April and July 1989 

[David writes:] After nearly six months of jumping around in my 
Theological playpen I can honestly say we’ve settled into Brook-
lands.  The children have settled in well to their new home, 
school and church.  For better or for  worse I’m  sure they are 
making their presence felt in all three areas especially at home 
where ear-muffs are my constant companion.  I have found 

Brooklands a friendly church and the acceptance of me as the new Pastor by all the 
congregation a real encouragement.  The infamous Sunday afternoon telephone calls from 
the manse requesting participation in the evening service have not met with No’s or excuses 
but with encouraging Yes’s.  It just goes to prove that there is ‘life before death.’  The 
growing numbers worshipping with us has been another source of encouragement to us 
all…... 

Please continue to support me as you have been doing; together and with God’s help we 
shall save some. 

Kind Regards 
David 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sadly this will be my last Pastor’s page for “On The Vine.”  After much prayer and thought I 
had to give the church my notice as Pastor of Brooklands.  The bottom line is that I cannot 
do justice to the dual responsibilities of Pastor and single parent.  The two cannot be suc-
cessfully managed together.  My call to God’s service is still strong and I hope to return to 
the ministry as soon as the children are independent. 

The past ten months have been months of great blessing.  We have seen the numbers in-
crease and the faith of many restored and strengthened…. 

Brooklands is built for growth, the warmth and friendliness of the fellowship is commented 
on by all visitors and new comers.  So many in our society today need the warmth, compan-
ionship and genuine concern that is so often lacking outside the church today.  Sadly it is 
also lacking in many churches.  I’m glad to exclude Brooklands from the many….. 

Even though I have had such a short ministry I hope you will all keep in touch and maybe 
invite me back to take a meeting now and again.  Thank you all once again for your love and 
friendship both to me and the children. 

Kind regards 

 



 

 

Rev Karl Stanfield 

1990—to date 

Born in County Armagh, Northern Ireland, Karl Stan-

field was brought up in a rural area called Corcreeny. 

Karl attended two Sunday Schools - one a Mission Hall, 

the other Church of Ireland.  With his parents he 

attended (until mid-teens) Queen Street Methodist  

Church, Lurgan and was greatly impressed with the life, ministry and character 

of Rev. Ritchie, the minister at that time. 

Avoiding the pitfalls of getting caught up in the province’s troubles, played in a 

band for one year and through a complexity of events came to faith in Christ at 

the age of 21 at a Dick Saunders Crusade in Lurgan.  Along with a fellow band 

member Ian (now a District Superintendent in Canada), they made the Naza-

rene Church in Lurgan their spiritual home, under the ministry of Rev R Spence. 

Aged 26 Karl went to Manchester to study at the College in Didsbury (then 

BINC) for four years and took up his first pastorate in Croydon (where Rev Bray-

shaw went to from Brooklands back in 1966). After four years, Brooklands 

Church called him to be their pastor, a church Ingrid had always felt was part of 

God’s plan for them but had kept this feeling private.   

Now in his 25th year at Brooklands - a period in which many changes have oc-

curred, ministries have developed, links with the community strengthened, 

church facilities modernised; a church now global in makeup - a church that’s 

become a spiritual home and source of blessing for many now living in various 

parts of the world, America, S. Korea, Romania, and many African Countries etc. 

Always a church to offer people opportunities for ministry, in May 2013 for 

three months while Karl was on Sabbatical leave, Ben Goodwin - having con-

cluded his studies at NTC - took up pastoral oversight at the age of 21 years.  

Rev Karl Stanfield considers it a real privilege to have pastored this long in this 

church with these people, and especially during this period of Golden Jubilee. 

Hopefully pilgrims who have sojourned with us will have good cause to praise 



 

 

Charter Members of 

Brooklands Evangelical 

Church 

23 March 1964 

Extract of Pastor’s Report For 

Brooklands Church of the Nazarene 

To British Isles South District 

14/15 March 2014 



 

 

In 1981 the construction of a new brick sanctuary was undertaken as the original prefab 
building was proving to be no longer big enough.  The prefab building then became the 
“back hall” which was then used more for youth  and community events as required. 

The opening was conducted by (from left to right) Rev Michael 
Tewkesbury,  Mrs Lorraine Graham, Mrs Audrey Bolton, Mr Jon 
Fisher, the District Superintendent Rev T W Schofield on 26 Sep-
tember 1981; the guest speaker being Rev. Maynard James. 

 
Miss Ivy Collitt and Miss Joy Appleton had the honour of unveiling the memorial plaque. 

 

 

 

By the end of the 1990s the church membership and youth work  had grown.  In addition  
some parents in the Brooklands community had asked if they could be found room at the 
church for their own young teens and their friends.  This was agreed by the church board 
as well as other community involvement, including local City Councillors holding meetings 
at the church.  The church board could see that there was a need for the building to be  
extended and made more suitable for such activities.  Much prayer was involved, and 
funding came from various sources, not least from a considerable grant of over £70,000 
from  the Manchester City Council arising from an application to improve youth facilities 
by Rachael Hales and other teens.  Extensive building work was completed just in time for 
for a wedding booked for 24 January 2009.  The sanctuary was extended, new youth 
rooms built, the kitchen enlarged the entrance hall and foyer redesigned and much en-
larged and  new improved toilet facilities relocated.  

At the community’s request, a special 
thanksgiving for and dedication of the newly 
refurbished building took place on 12 Septem-
ber 2009.  Gathered were members and friends 
of the church, local young people, community 
workers, and police.  Together with the Pastor, 
Rev Karl Stanfield, all three Manchester City 
Councillors for Brooklands (Glynn Evans, Susan 
Cooley, and Sue Murphy) and the MP for Wy-
thenshawe & Sale East, the late Paul Goggins, 
formally opened the new facilities. Afterwards 
everyone enjoyed a barbecue on a beautiful 
sunny day. 



 

 

Brooklands Church of the Nazarene is slowly becoming the first “port of 

call” for community groups who want to hire suitable and attractive facili-

ties.  Further work has taken place since 2009 to enhance the resources 

and facilities.  Curiously, the basic structure of the original prefabricated 

building still remains—but it is hidden away and not really noticed by pre-

sent day users of the building.  The latest improvement has been to com-

pletely upgrade the audio and visual equipment in the church. 

 

What happens today at Church: 

Everyone who attends is made welcome!  Currently each Sunday there is a 

traditional, but up-to-date morning service, with Holy Communion taken 

on the third Sunday of the month.  An evening service with communion is 

conducted on the first Sunday of every month.  Guest speakers are invited 

to preach from time to time at both of these services. 

Children sit in morning services to sing choruses until about 10:45am and 

then go to their own “Kids Church”, where they have a story or activity 

prior to splitting into age-appropriate classes.  At present these are 

Crechè; Infants to 3 years; 3 to 6 years; 7 to 11 years ; and Young People. 

Every Sunday members and visitors receive an “Update” which lists events 

that have happened/will be happening over the past/coming week, with 

any special prayer requests.  It is also our daily prayer guide and gives the 

names of people to pray for during the week. 

Groups that are run through the Church include: 

 BLT (Brooklands Ladies Together) and LIP (Ladies In Prayer): events 

are held throughout the year and are geared towards growing 

relationships and fellowship amongst women within our church, 

whilst providing an opportunity to invite friends and colleagues as 

well.  LIP is a newly formed group that have mid-week prayer time. 



 

 

 BMW4Jesus (Brooklands Men Working For Jesus): We have a men’s 

ministry which holds monthly prayer meetings and occasional 

events throughout the year, aimed towards providing the encour-

agement and guidance needed to assist men on their Christian walk 

with God, whilst also providing an environment to invite friends and 

colleagues into our fellowship. All men are welcome to come and be 

part of the prayer network. 

 Three House Groups that take place on different nights of the week: 

We study the bible, which we believe contains important teaching 

and guidance from God for today. We also talk to God through pray-

er at these meetings.  Occasionally, we hold classes about Christiani-

ty for people who are not familiar with God or the church. 

 YP (Young People) who meet and have fun one evening a week and  

also have a Bible Class most Sunday mornings. 

 Toddle-In: We have a play group on Wednesday mornings for pre-

school children living near to the church.  It is open to all parents 

and toddlers to attend.  Parents or carers can come and enjoy a chat 

and a coffee, while the children entertain themselves with the toys. 

It presently runs at maximum capacity, with a waiting list. 

 Dinnaz: a 3-course lunch that you can eat in, or take out, for £2, is 

offered, with different menus each week, and we are now feeding 

around 60-80 diners at a time.  Not all diners are Christians and alt-

hough it is mainly Seniors that attend, it is open to all. 

Other activities that take place on the premises are: 

 Line dancing for the Community 

 Councillors’ meetings 

 Meetings organised by the Police or local housing Authorities 



 

 

The Council use the hall for elections; the Housing Association and 

Police meet regularly as well.  In the past we have had Caravan and oth-

er boys and girls clubs.  Until recently, the local Sure Start has used the 

kitchen to teach healthy cooking to new parents.   

The Church is a regular supporter of the Wythenshawe Park Parade Day 

and supplies hamburgers, hotdogs, teas and cakes, as well as spiritual 

support for visitors if required. 

Our Pastor, Rev Karl Stanfield says “In all of the above it is important for 

us to befriend and get along-side people. Our goal is to become the 

‘hub’ of our community - a place where local groups can feel at ease to  

find friendship - a spiritual home which builds bridges into people’s lives 

by offering Christian love, support, and friendship. 

“We are on a continual learning 

curve as we strive to express the 

love of God to everyone we meet.  

We trust in the Bible because it 

holds solid truths for every genera-

tion. We believe prayer makes a 

difference in us and in others. ” 



 

 



 

 

Marriage services at the Brooklands Church of the Nazarene 

 

The Brooklands Church building at Wendover Road, Manchester has been 
available since 1964 as a Nonconformist church where marriages might take place 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of the Nazarene.  At the 
beginning the conditions applying included that the church was content for the 
marriage to take place at the church building, that all legal requirements were ad-
hered to, and that other formalities and fees were attended to by the parties in-
volved, including that due notice was given to the Manchester Registration Service 
for the Registrar or Deputy Registrar to attend on an agreed date in order to regis-
ter the marriage and provide the marriage certificate.  This arrangement was fol-
lowed for all the marriages that took place at the Brooklands church up to 1990. 

By 1991 the Trustees of the Brooklands church had decided the time had come to 
avoid not only the fees of requiring a Registrar (or Deputy Registrar) to attend, but 
also the awkward process of trying to find a Registrar who was available to attend 
the church on a specific date in order to register a marriage at the church at the 
desired time and date.  In order to set up this new arrangement, the Trustees 
needed to inform the General Register Office for England & Wales (GRO) that they 
had appointed one or more church members to act as “Authorised 
Persons”.  Accordingly, early in 1991, the Brooklands Trustees appointed two 
“Authorised Persons”, namely, Rev Karl Stanfield and Mr A. Mark Bolton; and they 
have remained in office up to the present time 

The first marriage under the old arrangements to take place at Brooklands that of 
Bill & Lorraine Graham on 17 July 1971; and the last marriage to take place at 
Brooklands under the old arrangements was that of Mark and Joanne Bolton on 
22 September 1990.  The first marriage to take place at Brooklands under the new 
arrangements, was that of Gary and Kathryn Bolton on 14 June 1991. 

The list on the next page shows marriages that are known to have taken place at 
the Brooklands Church of the Nazarene since the church opened in 1964.  In 
addition to the marriages recorded in the list, it is worth recording that when Rev. 
Michael Tewkesbury was pastor he presided over two marriage 
ceremonies for church members that were held at another venue.  These were 
the weddings of Timothy Ingram & Alison Basnett, held at the then recently 
opened J B Maclagan Chapel at British Isles Nazarene College, Didsbury, on 6 Sep-
tember 1980; and Russell McKinley and Catherine Howes (Flowers) held at 
Poynton Baptist Church on 3 September 1988. 

 



 

 

Date Groom Bride Officiator 

        

17 July 1971 William T Graham Lorraine Betts Rev Harry Stephenson 

06 March 1974 John M Fisher Brenda J Johnson Rev Colin Wood 

28 August 1981 Alan B Quinlan Joan Y Wadsworth Rev Michael Tewkesbury 

28 September 1985 William Power Amelia Gaskin Rev Michael Tewkesbury 

21 November 1987 Anthony Frazer Catherine M Tewkesbury Rev Michael Tewkesbury 

May 1988 Terence A Baxter Ruth Bartram Rev Barry E Bryant 

June 1988 Ian Murdoch Dawn Leicester Rev Barry E Bryant 

22 September 1990 A Mark Bolton Joanne R D Rowley Rev Karl Stanfield 

14 June 1991 Gary S Bolton Kathryn M McKee Rev Karl Stanfield 

27 July 1991 Erkki T Ojajärvi Verona N Herbert Rev Karl Stanfield 

27 July 1991 Philip Wernick Michelle Bennett Rev Karl Stanfield 

09 August 1991 Stephen P Francis Denise A Vernon Rev Karl Stanfield 

10 January 1992 George Hindley Linda J Lewis Rev Karl Stanfield 

27 June 1992 Frank D Morgan Mary M Doherty Rev Karl Stanfield 

22 August 1998 Brian Johnson Winifred M Eastham Rev Karl Stanfield 

14 November 1998 Jamie Kearney Claire L Walker Rev Karl Stanfield 

31 December 2000 Kevin Fitzsimons  Romana E Cole Rev Karl Stanfield 

07 July 2001 Allan G Hales Mary J C Hughes Rev Karl Stanfield 

17 July 2004 Stephen P Watkinson Rhiannon R Graham Rev Karl Stanfield 

22 July 2006 Kemuel K Herbert Maria A Jankowska Rev Karl Stanfield 

28 July 2007 Daniel Achim Lesley A Turner Rev Karl Stanfield 

07 June 2008 Paul J L Knott Emma J Walker Rev Karl Stanfield 

24 January 2009 Mathew E Armett Nicola J Strong Rev Karl Stanfield 

03 July 2010 Juan A M Rojo Joy R Bolton Rev Karl Stanfield 

23 July 2011 James N Thompson Erica Thomas Rev Karl Stanfield 

03 September 2011 Mark Rotheram Rebecca Stanfield Rev Karl Stanfield 

07 July 2012 Geoffrey C Roe Rachel Wernick Rev Karl Stanfield 

01 September 2012 Ian P Felstead Estelle Phillips Rev Karl Stanfield 

30 November 2013 Alfred C F Shandley Angela L Starkey Rev Karl Stanfield 

        



 

 

Some of the Weddings  conducted at 

Brooklands Church of the Nazarene 

from  1964 to 2014 



 

 

Stephen McGonigle, baptism, Sunday 

27 Sept 1981 with 

Rev M Tewkesbury and Tim Ingram 

Brooklands Nazarene Caravan, with Leaders, 

Christine Clarke, Jon Fisher 

& Lorraine Graham c. 1996 

Back hall; prior to 2008/9 renovations 
SALT Club 2010 

Brooklands Church of the 

Nazarene under the guidance 

and leadership of Rev R Hogan 

Bill Power who carved the 

Brooklands plaque in 1981 

Children's Nativity 1983 

Evening Service , incl KJ Appleton and 

 Mr Johnson, who regularly served by taking up the 

offering c.1965    

Community Fun Day 

06 October 2010 

Some of the Activities conducted at Brooklands Church of the Nazarene 

from  1964 to 2014 



 

 

Extract from ”On The Vine” c May 1989 regarding the 

25th Anniversary of Brooklands Church of the Nazarene 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Thoughts and Prayers from Near and Far 

 
My earliest recollection of going to church was going to Sunday School in Brooklands 

as a girl organised by Miss Appleton and Miss Collitt. The annual Whit Walks started from 
Sandilands school playing fields and was a great occasion and witness to the people on the estate.  
There was a pipe band, Brownies, Guides, and Cubs, and adults.  I was a Brownie, wore my brides-
maid’s dress and walked with the banner which read: “Our Saviour”, and was made from white 
material and red crepe paper flowers. 

‘Another highlight each year was “Sunshine Corner”, where children from the estate met in a big tent 
erected on the land where the Wendover Pub.  We learnt songs and heard stories from the Bible.  We 
were taught a special song which we sang every time we went to the tent.  Its words went: 

Sunshine Corner, oh it’s jolly fine, 
It’s for children under 99 . 
All are welcome, seats are given free, 
Brooklands Sunshine Corner, it’s the place for me! 

‘Brooklands Sunday School right through to the Church of the Nazarene Sunday School and the 
present day “Kids’ Church, has always given a good foundation to children who have through 

its good teaching come to know Jesus.’ [Jean Walker, nee Chadwick] 

A Short Recollection  
 

It is lonely being in a foreign land, until you find a family.  

I came to the United Kingdom to be a full-time student, but deep within my heart was the desire to 
be involved in a local church. I was very pleased that Brooklands Church of the Nazarene gave me 
the opportunity to be a part of the family: as a son learning from her Christ-like fathers and moth-
ers, and as a big brother to her delightful youths.  

My memories of the church are all stored in a box labeled “happy” in my brain. I remember the 
meal invitations to people’s homes, which I was always thrilled to accept, particularly when I was 
still single, because they were the only times when I ate descent meals. Among the top five things I 
miss the most in England is Ingrid’s divine cheesecakes! On a side not, of course I also miss the 
people and the fellowship around the table. (^_^) I miss our Sunday services, particularly the enthu-
siastic singing from both the young and the old. The weekly fellowships after the service were also 
wonderful, and it was always a delight conversing with all of you throughout the years.  

Because I was most involved with the youths while I was there, it is with the youths that I 
have a lot of great memories. Maybe we are too old to have sleepovers now, but we 
sure hand a lot of fun staying sleepless in the many times we had them. I re-
member our visits to people’s homes, and how we were welcomed, enter-
tained, and fed. We have awesome people in our church! When I 
started serving as youth pastor, most of the youths were so young, and now 
they have blossomed into awesome college students. It was my greatest privi- lege  
to be a part of their lives.  

Congratulations on our church’s Golden Jubilee Reunion! Together with my wife Mary Ann and 
our daughter Heloise, I pray that God will continue to bless you all richly!  

Dick, Mary Ann, and Heloise Love Eugenio 

GenXsus Young 

People 

 



 

 

Congratulations on your 50th Jubilee Anniversary which 
unfortunately I will not be able to attend in person.  I joined 
your church ~30yrs ago with my husband Frank and 
daughter Fiona who was around 4 at the time (she is now 
33 years old). 

Looking back I now feel that the Nazarene Church at 
Brooklands was the best church I have ever attended - 
setting the benchmark for every church since.  The fellow-
ship was sweet and welcoming, the people open and 
friendly, the teaching solid and the opportunities for service 
encouraged and supported for all, no matter how big or 
small our skills or talents happened to be.  I will always 
remember happy times spent with you. 

I would like to wish you all a very happy day on 11 May 14 
as you meet up with friends old and new and know that 
you will thrive and grow in the future in the love of Christ. 
[Sue Nicholls] 

I have many fond memories of the YP - Sunday 

evening get-togethers at Jon and Brenda's 

house, chicken 'sausage' rolls, the Haha game, 

and the Christmas parties where I was intro-

duced to Mrs Bolton's Hedgehog cake and I 

learned to milk rubber gloves! 

 

Also, when the time came to get married, I re-

member how so many people worked together 

to make the day go well - a real church family 

affair. 
 

I feel that God wanted me to live in Brooklands 

and has led me to my spiritual home, Brook-

lands Church of the Nazarene. It’s where I be-

long, where God wants me to be, where I feel 

the strong presence of God moving amongst his 

people.  I thank God for leading me to Brook-

lands Church of the Nazarene and for the privi-

lege in meeting/knowing so many wonderful, 

caring, loving people, whose help and support in 

many different ways is very much appreciated. 



 

 

Thank you: 

 

Information and photographs have be collected and supplied by the 

members and friends of the Brooklands Church of the Nazarene. 

We thank them all!  A special thank you goes to: 

 

Mrs Audrey Bolton 

Mr Albert and Mrs Jean Carney 

Miss Christine Clarke 

Mr Jon and Mrs Brenda Fisher 

Mr William T. (Bill)  and Mrs Lorraine Graham 

Mrs Irene Rowley 

Mrs Jean Walker 

Rev Karl Stanfield 

Mrs Sheila Strong 

Dr Dwight Swanson 

Mr Andrew Sherry (Ivy Church Centre, Didsbury, Manchester) 

Mr Andrew Newing, Nazarene Theological College Archives 

If you would like more information or a Pastoral visit please contact  
Rev Karl Stanfield 

Brooklands Church of the Nazarene 
Wendover Road 

Brooklands 
Manchester 

M23 9FN 
Tel: 0161 998 9863 

Email: info@brooklandschurch.com 
http://www.brooklandschurch.com/ 

‘Build your church Lord, make us strong Lord  

Join our hearts Lord through your son,  

Make us one Lord in your Body 

In the Kingdom of your Son’ 

‘This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our eyes,’ Matt 21: 42   


