
Our High Calling 

Reading  

Genesis 17   



• “The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your 
country, your people and your father’s 
household and go to the land I will show you. 
“I will make you into a great nation and I will 
bless you; I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”” (Genesis 12:1–3)  



•  “Then the word of the Lord came to him: 
“This man will not be your heir, but a son 
coming from your own body will be your 
heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up 
at the heavens and count the stars - if indeed 
you can count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.”” (Gen 15:4–5)  

• A Christian is – someone who trusts in the 
Lord because He will do what He says.  

 



• God says, ‘I will’, and our side of the covenant 
is to respond, ‘I believe’.  



1. Fruitfulness 

• “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; [‘EL-Shaddai’] walk before me and 
be blameless.” (Genesis 17:1)  

• The Name-change is significant 

 



1. Fruitfulness 

• “I will make you very fruitful; I will make 
nations of you, and kings will come from you. 
I will establish my covenant as an everlasting 
covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to 
come, to be your God and the God of your 
descendants after you.” (Genesis 17:6–7)  



1. Fruitfulness 2. Faithfulness 

• A defining moment 

• “If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.” (Galatians 3:29)  

• By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 
place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though 
he did not know where he was going. (Heb 
11: 8) 



1. Fruitfulness 2. Faithfulness 

• By faith he made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country (V.9) 

• By faith Abraham, even though he was past 
age - and Sarah herself was barren - was 
enabled to become a father because he 
considered Him faithful who had made the 
promise (V.11) 

• The Bombshell!  



1. Fruitfulness 2. Faithfulness 

• ‘Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, 
and you will call him Isaac.’ (Genesis 17:19)  
(means ‘he laughs’) 

• Sarah was called by God to be a mother! 



 


