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Prayers & Readings for this week 

 We pray for one another daily. 

 We pray for John Beattie who had to go into hospital this past week, and 

Jon Fisher who has just had his first chemo treatment 

 We pray for those in our community, school children, young people and 

pensioners 

  
 

 

Monday        Reading  Luke 13:1–21 

Pray for Myra O’Hara and family 

 

Tuesday  Reading  Luke 13:22–14:11 

Pray for Michael Okechukwa (NHS nurse) 

 

Wednesday Reading   Luke 14:12–15:7 

Pray for  John & Vera Packard 

 

Thursday Reading  Luke 15:8–32 

Pray for Sandra & Mike Pitt & Family  

 

Friday Reading  Luke 16 

Pray for Grant & Crys Pettitt 

 

Saturday Reading: Catch up  

Pray for Fay Powell 

 

Sunday  26 

April 

Reading  Luke 17:1–19 

Pray for Matthew, Charlotte and Joshua Purves 

 

Well, another weekend has come around – and it seems so quickly.  That first 

couple of weeks during the initial lockdown seemed to drag out. While it is not what 

we wanted to hear, this period of lockdown is extended for another three weeks.  

There are so many mixed emotions from so many different people. This morning’s 

news report covered two contradictory views.  One family with special needs children 

had found the isolation and claustrophobic setting so difficult and looked forward to a 

discussion with other adults.  Another person who lived life flat out in a work setting 

was enjoying the peace and quiet away from the ‘rat-race’ of life.  Which is your 

perspective and how has it been for you?  The royals William and Kate talked about 

their concern for peoples’ mental well-being.  

On another article I had read, which may seem unrelated, the Christian writer (T Keller) 

spoke about a book he had written called ‘Uncommon Ground’. It referred to the 

viewpoints of life some people have which seem irreconcilable to ours.  He suggested 

that, ‘We can thus patiently listen to our neighbours, sympathetically looking for 

common ground. We need not be threatened by our differences.’   

It gave me an insight into the inner mind of Christ.  When Jesus came from eternal 

glory, and into our sinful world he also came amongst our myriad of ideas and 

opinions. I expect many of mankind’s ideas of right and wrong were a million miles 

away from his!  There was perhaps little ‘common ground’ – yet in Christ embodying 

humility, patience, and tolerance he essentially drew close to all of us.  He overlooked 

the many foibles of his disciples, and ours too!   

‘What does it mean for Christians to remain true to the gospel message while 

embodying humility, patience, and tolerance? And how do these three qualities fit with 

the Christian virtues of faith, hope, and love?’  Perhaps together we can find common 

grace to help us move forward and more importantly, find out what God is doing in 

our lives during this lock-down? 

We think of those in three-month isolation because of vulnerable health issues. 

Our hearts go out to those on the frontline of the NHS. And our prayers are 

certainly with those families who have lost a loved one employed in the NHS. The 

rising death toll unites us in grief and sadness.  We are one also in our applause for 

the NHS workers, and as for Captain Tom and his £18 million and rising fund we 

are agreed – this centenarian is a hero!  Lord, bless them all - Amen! 

Message:  ‘A Living Hope’  
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Readings: John 20: 24-31; 1Peter 1: 3-9 

I take my title this morning from a verse in our reading, 1 Peter 1: 3 ‘he has given 

us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead…’ 

So much happened over those 40 days leading up to the Crucifixion and 

Resurrection of Christ that we often want to stay there and soak it all up.  It’s like a 

really lovely day at the seaside or some beauty spot and you don’t want to go 

home, or an experience so wonderful you don’t want to end. Many of us linger long 

in these days because it feels good!   

Just think how much the ‘Cross’ features in our times of worship, hymns & 

contemporary songs; When I survey the wondrous cross…   There is a green hill far 

away, or Matt Redman’s Sing & Shout (Your cross! Your cross! It leads me to your 

heart...”   

What I want to say this morning is not original; many people have said it before!  It 

was not what God’s people wanted to hear, but God sent prophets to say it.       

Two main points struck me forcefully and I humbly leave them with you today.  

The first point seems an obvious one… 

1. The Cross 

There have been many famous paintings of the Cross and the crucifixion scene. As 

we approach Easter each year people display Palm Crosses in their homes.  Many 

people watching just now have a cross on a chain around their neck. Most of the 

cathedrals we have found breath-taking to visit were built in the shape of a cross.   

The history of the Cross is a rich and worthy one; but have you ever thought that 

the viewpoint we have of the Cross is from an on-looker’s perspective! I should 

expect that those who were crucified by well-trained Roman soldiers didn’t see the 

cross;  you saw people watching you on the Cross!  You probably closed your eyes 

or looked away as you were nailed to the beams. Public crucifixion was a warning 

to people not to get involved in criminal activity! Otherwise, this is what will 

happen to you too. People saw the brutality of the Cross, but the one crucified saw 

people watching. Next time you think of the Cross, or sing of it, think people (for 

whom Jesus died). That was why Jesus was crucified, was it not!  The Cross can be 

used as a glorious symbol to gaze at as we worship God [it’s a great inspiration!], 

but we must not stay there.  Following on from our Worship we must go into the 

world to serve and help the needy and lost.  

In the early chapters of Acts it is spelt out plainly in helping the needy, the sick, the 

outcast, the foreigners, the orphan & widows. When we help these people we are 

being Jesus to our world.  In Matthew 25, it’s the other way round.  When we help 

the hungry & thirsty, we are helping Jesus too!  We can’t just stand and gaze at the 

Cross!  Jesus said, ‘whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 

mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25: 40) 

I heard someone say it recently and the truth of it had never really hit home until 

this global Covid.19 pandemic came upon us. We say Jesus died upon the Cross, 

but what did he die of?  Crucifixion! What does that mean? This is what we mean… 

Jesus died from asphyxiation!  He couldn’t breathe… It was the see-sawing motion 

upon the cross that just exhausted victims.   

It was only when they forced themselves to rise up on their feet (which nailed to 

the upright beam) that they could take a breath!  Then when the pain was no 

longer bearable their whole weight collapsed upon their arms (nailed to the cross 

beam).  Then when they could breathe no more they forced themselves up once 

again in agony. And so it went on… for days. 

There are thousands of people on ventilators fighting for breath just like Jesus was 

on the cross.  Jesus knows how they feel.   

2. The Empty Tomb 

The Empty Tomb was not a place to gather because Jesus was no longer there. The 

Empty tomb is as powerful as the Cross but we would never dream of lingering 

there.  

The point is more obvious here; if you are standing in the empty tomb, the only 

thing you can see through the doorway is the world where people dwell.     

The discovery of the empty tomb was initially a tremendous shock. You have 

Thomas who had his doubts, the Emmaus disciples who struggled to recognise 

their ‘travelling companion’; not forgetting the disciples ‘hiding for fear of the 

Jews’.   

Maybe someone has a relative struggling to breathe on a Covid.19 ward.  That’s 

where you will find Jesus today!  Both the One being cared for and the One caring 

– that’s where Jesus is today.  For this Living Hope in Jesus, we give thanks!  

Amen. 
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