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Drawing people closer to God:
Loving, Growing, Serving

Monday Reading Acts 25
Pray for Jack & Leah Bolton

Tuesday Reading Acts 26
Pray for Robert Bond & Annette

Wednesday Reading Acts 27:1-38
Pray for Sandra Burke & family

Thursday Reading Acts 27:39-28:10
Pray for Josh, Molly, Miley-Rose, Jonah & Ezra
Jenkinson

Friday Reading Acts 28:11-31

Pray for Isobel Cave & family

Saturday Reading: Catch up
Pray for Christine Clarke

Sunday 9" Reading Rom 1
August Pray for Enid & James Collins & family

In our prayers for God’s healing touch, we pray for John B, Christine H, Jon F,

Keith H, and Sue E, among others

Remember Brenda, and her husband Keith who has gone into hospital

Pray for Katie and Scott who get married on Saturday 29" August. From

September Katie will be in the last year of her College degree studies

0 Our hope and prayers are that all who travel for a break this month may do
so safely and enjoy their time away

0 Pray for our second ‘joint service’ with Llay Nazarene Church on Sunday 9" of

this month — Karl will be speaking
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O Pray for those in recent lockdown measures and for people to be vigilant

Good morning to you all! Our Wednesday Morning Prayer times at church
continue weekly at 10.30am and will now include a short time for readings,
reflection, and pastoral prayers for people’s needs; these will take place using a
microphone from the front platform in church. We hope this will assist those
who gather for personal prayers. Regulations do not permit us to pray openly or
to sing, but changing Government regulations may permit us over time to move
forward a little more. Other people are also praying locally, and we thank those
who join us in this important matter of intercession for church, community, and
country, albeit from other locations. At the exit there is a facility for any who
may wish to give an offering towards the work of the church. A notice in the
church foyer outlines safety regulations when using our church premises, needed
to minimise the risk to attenders from exposure to COVID-19 infection. Stewards
are available to help and guide.

We are encouraging this limited coming together as an initial step, hopefully
looking forward to times when we can resume worship services free from fear or
danger to peoples’ health. This situation continues to be the heart-felt prayer of
SO many.

“Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty expanse.
Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.
Praise Him with trumpet sound; Praise Him with harp and lyre. Praise Him with
timbrel and dancing; Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe. Praise Him
with loud cymbals; Praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150) Grace & Peace to all!

Message: The Anointed one

Readings: Isaiah 53: 1-7 Luke 4: 16-21

Most of us know that the Hebrew word for ‘Messiah’ means ‘The Anointed One’. It
was a uniquely special title for a uniquely special person. The converse is also true,
i.e. this distinctive word ‘Messiah’ with its unique meaning is surprisingly found
applied to everyday, ordinary things! Let me explain that. All the Bible dictionaries
say that ‘Messiah’ means ‘the Anointed One’. It is the solitary Messiah who is
anointed. The Hebrew word quite literally means ‘drenched in oil’; and it is Olive Qil,
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of course, which was used to anoint priests and kings. Alongside this one-off
meaning, olive oil was produced from the olive berry and its uses were very
widespread in Bible times; and even today it is widely used, including in cooking and
adding to salad dressings.

Olive trees were abundant, and the Israelites took advantage of this major crop to
establish a thriving trade in olive oil with Tyre and Egypt. Like precious metals and
animals, oil became an established medium of exchange (used as a currency).
Solomon used it as part of the payment to Hiram for construction expenses
connected with the building of the Jerusalem Temple: “Solomon gave Hiram twenty
thousand cors of wheat as food for his household, in addition to twenty thousand
baths of pressed olive oil. Solomon continued to do this for Hiram year after year.” (1
Kings 5:11)

| have been struck by how valuable oil was to the common person of that age. Oil
was essential for everyday life. It was used in the preparation of most food. The
common bread which formed the basis of the noon meal would be cooked on a
griddle; it was flour mixed with a little oil. You may remember the story of the
Widow from Zarephath and the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 17). God sent the great
prophet to a poor widow so she would provide him with food in time of famine — but
all she had was enough flour and oil for one last meal. In the miracle which followed
we read, “For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be
used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord gives rain on the
land.”

And so, it happened that God used a humble widow, with just her olive oil and flour.
Olive oil could also be taken internally as a medicine for the relief of stomach
disorders. In addition, it was applied externally as an ointment for bruises, burns and
cuts..., remember the Good Samaritan! “He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine” (Luke 10:34). Besides currency, cooking & medication — as
soon as the sun had set, the only source of light was the olive oil lamp; low-grade
olive oil was not only cheap, but olive oil is also 99% pure fuel, producing no smoke
or soot when burning.

From the anointing of Kings and Priests to the lighting of a humble home, there was
NO END to its use! But note these two observations:

1. The Anointed One!

Oil was used to identify God’s blessing. It was used to describe the Christ of God —
Jesus would be The Anointed One — the Christ [Greek word for Messiah]! Literally,
One drenched in Oil; with oil being a symbol to represent the Holy Spirit. So then,
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Jesus is Saturated with the Holy Spirit in such a way that he was Holy, just as the
Father and the Spirit were Holy, through and through. Need | remind you that it was
indeed on ‘the Mount of Olives’ that some really important things happened:
because, Jesus taught from there. Jesus made his entrance into Jerusalem from
there. And it was from there that Jesus ascended into heaven!

It was also there that Jesus was arrested. It was there in a garden called Gethsemane
(a Hebrew word incidentally which means “Oil Press”) that Jesus prayed through to
victory. Jesus went through the mill for us in prayer before he was ‘crushed for our
iniquities’ upon the cross.

Friends, this is also where the Good News is applied to us... Because it is about . ..
2. The Anointing of Many!

This is due to the power of God’s grace, and God’s gift of Faith...

What we have here i: the Anointed One crucified for us and our salvation. The
anointing of Luke 4: 18-19 is now upon us. Here is what it says, “The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to
release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

We can now find his unique anointing in the most common of things all around us.
This special anointing is for all believers. |t is for the common people in uncommon
ways.

Olive Qil, one of the important symbols of the Holy Spirit, is used in many churches
for anointing when one asks for the prayer of healing. It is also used when asking
God’s blessing on special occasions of induction into Christian ministry.

It was a moment considered so sacred that television cameras were turned away out
of respect, as the then young Queen Elizabeth Il was anointed before God under a
Westminster Abbey canopy, at her coronation on 2™ June 1953. Perfumed olive oil
was used - and it was looked upon as a seal of a sacred promise to serve God and the
people.

Can I finally remind you that this olive oil is the result of a crushing, and a pressing?
The song that has been adopted by the South District of our Nazarene Church in the
British Isles this year is called New Wine. Here are some of the lyrics:

In the crushing in the pressing, You are making new wine, In the soil | now surrender
You are breaking new ground. (So) Make me Your vessel, Make me an offering
Make me whatever You want me to be, (God) | came here with nothing,

But all - You have given me, Jesus bring new wine out of me
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| dare say that God cannot Create anyone with a holy nature unless there is firstly a
‘Crushing’ and a ‘Pressing’... The great prophet Isaiah wrote in 53: 10, ‘Yet it was the

Lord’s will to crush him...’
May the Spirit of the living God anoint you this day — we pray. Amen
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