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  Readings for this week: 
Monday        Reading 1 John 2:15–27 

Pray for Terry & Sheila Strong & family 
 

Tuesday  Reading  1 John 2:28–3:24 
Pray for Gert,Melissa and Jessica Schwartz & family 
 

Wednesday Reading   1 John 4–5 
Pray for Marion Tewkesbury & family 
 

Thursday Reading 2 John 
Pray for John Torkington & family 
 

Friday Reading 3 John 
Pray for Julie & Hayley 
 

Saturday Reading: Catch up  
Pray for Jean & Dave Walker & family 
 

Sunday   
13th December 

Reading Jude 
Pray for Carol Wray and family 
 

Prayer requests: 
 We pray for those families we know who have lost loved ones in recent 

weeks; not forgetting all those over the past year too 
 We continue to pray for Nat H, Debi M (Still isolating) , Bill E and others 

recovering from the effects of Covid-19; we remember Wendy B and Mike 
Wilson (Sheila’s father), both recovering from a stroke 

 We persist in our prayers for John B, Jon F receiving oncology treatment 
 We give thanks for the hope of effective vaccines in the coming months, 

and we pray for the protection, especially of the elderly in our fellowship 
and neighbourhood 

 We pray for all our little ones over the Christmas season 
 We remember Mike & Debbie Kane and son Mikey 

We give you all a warm welcome to our morning service, the Second Sunday of 

Advent.  By now most of you will be thinking about writing some Christmas Cards.  
Sadly, we do not access to the table in the back of church on which we can put our 
cards to one another. We will have to do it the old-fashioned way and send him or 
dropped him off ourselves. Of course, we can always put the money towards the 
charity in lieu of the cards we would buy. There are so many good charities that 
would benefit from our gifts.  
By the way, we will be delivering Christmas cards from our church to the homes 
Immediately surrounding our church. We will be wishing people a Happy Christmas 
and inviting them to join our digital services over advent. We will be having a 
Christmas morning service at 10:00 am, but of course, it will be online, and we hope 
you can all join us on that day.  
We are mindful of those who have lost their jobs in recent weeks. We think of 
companies and small businesses there are struggling, with many shop owners 
hoping for a better month ahead. One of the basic requirements of life is the 
opportunity to earn a living, pay the bills and put food on the table for the family. 
Some of you may have seen pastor Mick Fleming on the local news in Burnley this 
week, working under ‘church on the Street’.  His church is providing food for people 
who literally have nothing to eat. Mick is a fine Christian with a powerful testimony, 
which he once shared in our church one Sunday.  He studied at NTC - why we even 
employed him to paint our sanctuary one week!  He is a true servant of God and we 
thank the Lord for such people.  
Sheila passed on an update on her dad, Mike Wilson, who had a stroke recently.  
Mike was transferred to a hospital in Brighton and will be having the clot removed 
from his neck under local anaesthetic tomorrow. He is improving all the time 
although his left arm is still not working properly. He hopes to go home by the 
weekend.   

We are mindful of other families in our church and community, with concerns for 
loved ones and perhaps understandably anxious about the future.  Is this you just 
now? We urge you to place your complete trust in the Lord Jesus Christ over this 
Christmas season.  Jesus is after all, ‘The Reason for the Season’!  May the Pease of 
Christ be ours from the One who ‘loves us so’ (John 3: 16). 

Blessings to all our readers…  Grace & Peace!        
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The Second Sunday of Advent 

Message: Because he Loves us so! 

Readings: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; John 4: 1-10 

I hope you enjoyed that video and song we have just played. It was sung by 
Elizabeth Marshall, the lady whose cleaning company works weekly at our 
church. I remember hearing it before and I thought it was not only lovely but 
profoundly beautiful.  

I loved the oft’ repeated refrain, ‘Because he Loved us so’. One could be 
excused for thinking that because The Christmas narrative is only found in 
Matthew and Luke that somehow it is not an essential part of the Gospel.  The 
truth is the Incarnation is crucial to the Story of Salvation. The incarnation 
simply means that Gods Son took up our weak and sinful flesh and walked 
amongst us as the Holy One.  

We could use some big words and talk about Incarnation, Reconciliation or 
Propitiation, or big concepts found in the various traditional Theories of 
Atonement!  While they may fascinate the mind, they often do little for the 
heart.  This is why our Wesleyan approach of emphasising the primacy of God’s 
love is so important, and crucially stressed in this lovely song – ‘Because He 
Loved Us So!’    

Advent is the beginning of a love story.  Arguably, it reaches back in time, but 
not until that conception in the womb of Mary, a young virgin, did the story 
take on flesh, and take on love as humankind understands it the most.  

Another angle on this of course is that just using the word ‘Love’ can so often be 
misconstrued.  Allow me to speak of this in these easy to understand ways… 

1. A Child  

In the normal scheme of things, parents show love to their new-born infant long 
before that love is reciprocated.  I think it is fair to say that little children are 
essentially vulnerable, helpless and totally dependent upon mum [primarily] for 
food, consolation and life.   

It is fascinating, however, to watch a young child try to show they are the boss 
by twisting mum and dad around their little fingers – not so Jesus, I am sure.  I 

don’t believe the line in the carol ‘no crying he makes’; but I do believe he was 
without that inner tendency to favour self!  

Yet it is part of the Gospel, is it not, that ‘He became like us to make it possible for us 
to become like Him’.  My paraphrase of a famously put adage. The coming of Jesus 
into our world was conceived in purpose and that purpose was an unadulterated 
and pure love! 

This was a child like no other.  Yes, he was a new-born like we once were, and yet 
there is another astounding side. If we consider the implication found in Pauls’ letter 
to the Colossians, it is breath-taking.  

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible… thrones… 
powers… rulers… authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together.” (Col1:15–17)  

In essence, the now-famous Nativity Scene, which is an annual re-creation, says 
emphatically – something very special is happening here.  This is the beginning of 
something phenomenal! 

Angels, shepherds, wise men, the star, the animals, the humble scene, Mary & 
Joseph, the city of Jerusalem packed to capacity, the prophies, King Herod’s interest, 
and the journey to Egypt as migrants for this young family; this is the coronation 
setting for the One born ‘King of the Jews’.  

But who is this child?  He is none other than ‘Immanuel (God with us)’; He is the One 
worthy of ‘Worship’ by monarchs and the wise. In the words of Gabriel who, ‘stands 
in the presence of God’ (Luke 1: 19), this child is ‘The Good News’.  The angel told 
Mary that he is, ‘The son of the Most-High’.   

The angels told the shepherds - He is… ‘Christ the Lord’! This may be ‘A Child’, yet so 
much more than that. He is… 

2. The Christ Child 

Simeon had waited patiently and was biding his time until the arrival of the 
‘consolation of Israel’.  He expressed his faith in believing the prophets of long ago 
and was anticipating the arrival of the One promised.  
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While the child showed his love to his parents and siblings in very obvious ways 
(being obedient, appreciating simple every-day things, being well mannered and 
the like), the Christ Child grew up to show that this - God-Man - loved the world 
‘So  Much’.  I think it is true to say that for 30 years he showed his love to his 
family, his community and work, then for his final three years, He loved us so!  

He gave up his rights!  He gave up his home.  He gave up his life, but He did not 
give up on us!  Jesus did what he did to make us ‘children of God’.  ‘For God so 
loved the world He GAVE…’   

We read in Luke’s gospel that he ‘gave sight to many who were blind’;  once 
when a sick child was convulsing on the ground, we read that Jesus ‘healed the 
boy and gave him back to his father!’  In fact, I have been struck by how much 
emphasis the gospels have upon Christ giving to us!  Our gospel reading this 
morning says, ‘If you knew the gift of God… you would have asked him… and he 
would have given to you…’ (John 4: 10)  Jesus is the Gift from God because 2000 
years ago, He loved us so! 

In a moment we will break bread together.  We read that as Jesus celebrated 
the last supper, and the first communion, with his disciples, ‘Jesus took bread, 
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 

This Advent, we remember why the Lord ‘gives’ so much to us – it is ‘because 
He Loved us so’!   

Lord, for all your mercies this day, we give thanks, Amen.  

 
There is Communion to follow; please do prepare bread and cup to join us. 
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