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  Readings for this week: 
Monday        Reading  Matt 12:15–37 

Pray for Margaret Gallagher 
 

Tuesday  Reading  Matt 12:38–13:17 
Pray for Bill & Lorraine Graham & family 
 

Wednesday Reading Matt 13:18–43 
Pray for Will Graham  
 

Thursday Reading  Matt 13:44–14:12 
Pray for Brenda & Keith Hambleton & family 
 

Friday Reading  Matt 14:13–36 
Pray for Diane Hallam 
 

Saturday Reading: Catch up  
Pray for Nat Herbert & family 
 

Sunday 24th January  Reading  Matt 15:1–28 
Pray for Peter & Babs Hewitt 
 

Other Prayers:  

Our continued prayers for John & Ann; Claire; Isobel; Wendy; Anna’s dad Ian; 
Sheila’s dad Mike; Jon; Sebi (who has suffered whiplash in a car accident); and 
for Kingdom - and Debi  who is expecting their new baby later this month. 

We pray for Estelle whose mother passed away (Karina’s grandmother). 

Our prayers for Mick, Debbie & Mikey Kane and the transition coming up next 
month; also for various preparations underway by the church board, including 
those continuing to provide vital digital services each Sunday. 

We pray for the Ladies’ online Conference taking place from 7:00pm on Friday 
22nd January ending at 4:30pm on Saturday 23rd January. (See our website for 
further details) All welcome to attend; £25 towards costs. 

 A warm welcome to our Sunday service.  It is our delight and privilege to offer this 

worship service to all viewing and joining us in spirit today. We want to assure you 
we are praying for you all and trusting that our fellowship will grow stronger in our 
faith day by day. We wish to thank everyone who will be taking part this morning.  

We were sorry to hear that Estelle’s mum passed away last week; we want to assure 
Estelle, Karina, Ian and all the family of our prayers at this difficult time. There are a 
couple important birthdays to mention; we offer many congratulations to Arthur for 
his 95th birthday this coming Tuesday; in addition, happy birthday to Jon for this 
coming Friday. Jean celebrated her retirement birthday last week and Sandra’s is 
coming up next week.  We are including what we know are some favourite hymns 
for Arthur and Estelle in our Sunday service.   

Our thoughts are also with many individuals linked to our church who have been 
struggling with various challenges. Many, because of covid-19 and other health 
concerns, have been confined to their homes. Besides this, the cold weather has 
been awful, with so much rain. Someone sent me a message recently and it 
compared our difficulties with, say someone born in the year 1900. The article went 
on to point out the lack of modern medicines available then that people lived 
through; the First World War 1914-18; the Great Depression of the 1920s; the rise 
of the Nazis in the 1930s; the Second World War 1939-1945; the Iron Curtain & 
‘Cold War’ that descended across Europe; the Korean War of the 1950s; the 
Vietnam War of the 1970s. This is a lot to bear within a seventy-year period of life!   

While there are still many difficulties that confront us, my recent thoughts have 
been filled with the fact that - we have so much to be thankful for! The Christian 
mind is enabled, with fortitude and resilience, to scale the many challenges that life 
throws at us.  This is one of the many strengths that God’s grace and his assurance 
in Christ offers us in such times. This theme of ‘Thanksgiving’ will continue in this 
morning’s service and we hope you can identify with this amazing Biblical nuance.  

Huw is back at NTC now doing his ‘intensives’ after the December break, and has 
resumed meeting again with Karl once a week to continue his placement. We need 
to keep praying, especially for Huw, Katie, David, and Vivienne, and other students, 
as they put in a lot of hard work into their college studies.  

 Blessings to all our readers. Grace and peace! 
 

http://www.brooklandschurch.uk/
mailto:info@BrooklandsChurch.uk
https://ref.ly/logosres/aniv?ref=Bible.Mt12.15-37
https://ref.ly/logosres/aniv?ref=Bible.Mt12.38-13.17
https://ref.ly/logosres/aniv?ref=Bible.Mt13.18-43
https://ref.ly/logosres/aniv?ref=Bible.Mt13.44-14.12
https://ref.ly/logosres/aniv?ref=Bible.Mt14.13-36
https://ref.ly/logosres/aniv?ref=Bible.Mt15.1-28
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Message: The Transaction 

Readings:  OT: Psalm 130; NT: Eph 1: 1-10 

I just love watching Sir David Attenborough and his programmes about the 
natural world!  I am sure you must all have seen ‘The Blue Planet’. Did you 
watch the most recent programme called ‘A Perfect Planet’? Attenborough 
said, ‘There is one planet where every element has fallen into place perfectly; 
planet earth!’ (You can still watch it on the BBC iPlayer).  

It was, ironically, out of this world!  Perhaps you are like me, because when I 
walk through a beautiful natural habitat, I often miss most of it.  Are you like 
that, walking blind in a world of incredible beauty? If only I knew what to look 
for!  The Lockdowns have enabled us to do two particular things; firstly, we 
watch more TV and secondly, we go for more walks.   

I was taken by two programmes about teenagers who were just blown away by 
the beautiful things they discovered in nature – simply because they took the 
time to look. Both spoke like mature educators about the natural world.  These 
two young people had discovered the miracle of nature!  In this, the second of 
this series of our ‘Reasons to be Thankful’, I wanted to draw your attention to 
the Transformation we see, firstly, in… 

1. The Physical World 

And I have to say - Didn’t He do well!  Our God did such an amazing job of 
creating everything that we see and cannot see. This includes all the things we 
know about, and the multitude of things we know little about, and the 
countless things yet to be discovered. The Psalmist writes: 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies [we can see above us] 
proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display knowledge.” (Psalm 19:1–2) Then he writes, “There is 
no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out 
into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” (Psalm 19:3–4)  

The world around us has a voice, and it is God’s Voice!  ‘Their words’ are 
everywhere if people stop to listen. I have always wondered: Why are 
biologists and explorers not all Christians? And: Why do naturalists like David 

Attenborough, and quantum physicists like Brian Cox not acknowledge the 
existence of God?   

Although, I did hear David Attenborough admit he was not an atheist!  And Brian 
Cox admitted he did not believe another planet like ours existed in the Universe!  
And more recently he stated that science does not give us all the answers.  

If you compare our planet with countless others, it is perfectly alive and beautiful. I 
believe it is true to say that - God transformed our planet from a lifeless rock into 
a life-sustaining, beautiful environment.  But sadly, the spiritual world, which we 
cannot see, soon matched the broken physical world, because, for all its beauty, 
there was – something wrong!   The Bible calls it ‘sin’ and you find it prevalent at 
every turn.   

Sin is like a virus, and no one is safe.  There is a real, dangerous conspiracy theory 
around, and it says that there is no such thing as ‘sin’.  But sin does exist, and sin is 
infectious; sin can kill a soul, and just when you think it can’t happen to you – it 
strikes hard and without mercy.  In our physical world of outstanding beauty, things 
break down. This is where we come to something every believer can be grateful for 
– Transformation in…. 

2. The Christian Mind 

If Psalm 19 speaks of a loud declaration and proclamation from nature, then Paul, 
in Romans 12, speaks of a ‘mind’ that is – utterly ‘transformed’. While it is 
important to offer to God ‘your bodies as living sacrifices’, it is done with our 
minds!  This is what Paul is saying: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
(Romans 12:2)  

Paul is telling us about the mind of a Disciple of Jesus, which is the way we think 
and see things; it is our perception of the world around us.  In another letter Paul 
writes, ‘Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…’  He writes about 
us being ‘like-minded’ (with Jesus).   

Then Paul amplifies what that means…  ‘having the same love, being one in spirit 
and purpose’.  This results in having a similitude of attitude.  This, dear friends, is 
‘The Christian Mind’ to which we all aspire!  It is not about being identical, but it is 
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about being Radical.  I enjoyed reading John Stott’s book entitled, The Radical 
Disciple.  He writes, ‘So many of us avoid radical discipleship by being selective, 
choosing rather those areas in which commitment is appealing, and steering 
well clear of areas where it will be costly.’ 

One of the reasons for us habitually meeting each sabbath is to keep our minds 
focused on Christ by, ‘approving what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.’  I think that I am understanding Paul’s words aright here. Christian 
acts are found in the mind before they are carried out physically.  

We need to keep our eye on the ball today. By ‘Ball’, I mean a down to earth 
reality. This beautiful blue planet is a sphere hanging in space, designed and 
placed in the perfect position to the sun in our solar system so we don’t burn 
up or freeze.   

And did you know that without the earth’s 23.5 degrees tilt of its axis, life 
simply could not exist - for there would be no seasons!  Did you know that 
every leaf is like a solar panel?  Did you know that the sun is our personal 
nuclear reactor at a perfect distance of around 93 million miles?   

And along with that amazing balance, there is something even more 
miraculous.  Just as sunlight gives life to our world, Jesus ‘The Light of the 
World’ also transforms the world of our mind and how we see things.  Just as 
there exists a physicality to our world, so also there is a spirituality to our 
existence.  

God created us with a mind to think, plan, create and build; and with that 
same mind, we can believe and perceive what God has done for us in Christ.  
And that singular truth cannot be observed, like looking at something in 
nature; no, it can only be realised with our minds.  

On Sunday night, ‘Songs of Praise’ featured Steph Macleod singing and sharing 
his testimony to the transformative power of Jesus Christ (I first heard him sing 
at Keswick).  His testimony song was simply called, ‘When I found Jesus’.   
Verse one begins, ‘When I found Jesus, He was holding on to me!” That is a 
profound revelation. He was once a drug addict living on the streets - and the 
moment he came to faith, he realized Jesus was ‘holding on to him’.    

The second verse starts, ‘When I found Jesus, He was standing over me’… There 
were times I could have died, but the Lord was by my side… I didn’t know then, but 
I’d been saved by the blood of Jesus’.   

I wanted to tell you this morning that the biggest transformation begins when we 
see Jesus as He is!  For Steph Macleod, it was the fact that Jesus was in the gutter 
with him specifically to save him.   

For Saul of Tarsus, the Person who saved him turned out to be the very Person he 
was actively persecuting.  Jesus did not prevent him going to Damascus; instead, he 
Transformed the man who was on the road to Damascus. The persecutor was 
turned into a preacher of the same Gospel which he had before tried to eradicate.  

When the encounter with Jesus is genuine, so is the transformation.  This is seen in 
the verses which follow (Rom. 9 – 21), there are, in fact, twenty-four exhortations 
(all good things to do). All of them can be summed up in the first one ‘Love must be 
sincere!’ (Rom 12: 9).  Arguably, Paul’s Damascus Road experience may well have 
contributed to the deeper meaning of these words. 

On a personal note; as I was thinking about this Transformation’ as part of our 
faith, I could not help but think of many of you.  

When you have known people over years and sometimes decades, you can’t help 
but see the transformative nature of the Gospel in their lives. We can’t always see 
it in our own lives, but others do.  

And that is always a cause to offer gratitude to the Lord, which I gladly do whole-
heartedly this morning. I wanted you to know that you have often been the cause 
for others giving thanks to God!  Amen. 
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